
 

 

 

  
Connected in Christ, we grow in faith, live with hope, and reach out to share God’s love with others. 

Bible Study Surprises with Pastor Cheryl 
 

Sometimes familiar scripture passages in the Bible can surprise us with new meaning or outright 

amazement. That happened to me during a Bible study this week.  
 

We started with Genesis 1:26. God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit had just finished creating 

everything except humans. Then they said, “Let us make humans in our image, in our likeness, so 

that they may have dominion over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock 

and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” After creating the 

humans, God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 

subdue it.” 
 

Luther maintains that God made humans co-creators with God. They were to watch over all that 

God had created and ensure that it flourished. That was a lot of responsibility for inexperienced 

humans!  God took quite the risk with humanity, especially since God had also given them freedom 

of choice. 
 

Next, we turned to Matthew 28:16-20. Jesus was ready to return to his Father in Heaven, and he 

commissioned the disciples: “…go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you.”  
 

At this point, the disciples are new spiritual creations. Once again, God takes a risk on humanity. 

This time they will be spiritual co-creators. They are to proclaim the Good News of Jesus, baptize 

new believers, and train new disciples. They are to care for and nurture those who are being born 

into the Kingdom of God. 
 

Now, in 2026, we are those human believers who are chosen to co-create with God. Isn’t it amazing 

that God Almighty would choose us to tend his Kingdom? 
 

Fortunately, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to do this work. Remember, Jesus promised the 

disciples (and us) that through the Holy Spirit, he would always be with us. “Surely I am with you 

always,” Jesus said, “to the very end of the age.” And so, he is.  
 

Maybe it isn’t as big a risk as we think. 
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First English Lutheran Church 
440 Garfield St, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 715-423-2840 www.felwisrapids.org 

Office Hours: 8am-3:30pm M-Th, Closed Fridays 

Sunday Worship: 9:30am w/Communion, also FB Live, and YouTube 
 

~Every Sunday We Celebrate Resurrection~ 
 

The Staff at FELC… 
Pastor Cheryl Davis  715-828-5690  cdavis002@luthersem.edu 
 

Administrative Assistant  Janet Graczkowski 715-423-2840 fel@felwr.org 

Financial Secretary  Sherri Krutzik  715-818-5691 Sherri@felwr.org 

Bookkeeper   Val Elliot  715-423-2840 Val@felwr.org 

Property Manager  John Lory  715-423-2840 John@felwr.org 

Ministry Assistant  Rhonda Felton  715-818-5692 Rhonda@felwr.org 

Musician   Tammy Parszewski 715-423-2840 fel@felwr.org 
 

Services are televised Sunday at 11am on W.R. Community Media, Charter 985, & Solarus Ch3. 
 

For inclement weather and church closings please tune to TV Channel 7 WSAW. 

May Birthdays 

6/1 Patti Schill 

6/2 Kennedy Edwards 

6/5 Laureen Aumann 

6/10 Val Smith 

 Sadie Edwards 

6/11 Sue Jackan 

6/14 Tammy Parszewski 

 Vince Ashbeck 

6/16 Mason Maciejewski 

6/20 Emma Waltenberg 

6/23 Levi Clark  

6/24 Nora Leverance 

6/25 Ralph Lau 

 Allison Jahns 

6/27 Jim Walloch 

 Rhonda Smorynski 

 Abby Herzberg 

6/28 Robyn Austin 

6/29 Sam Herzberg 

6/30 Joanne Votava 

 Josie Lambert 
 

May Anniversary’s 

6/4 Dale & Laureen Aumann 

6/6 Jason & Kim Shields 

6/10 Craig & Dot Brooks 

6/14 Jim & Sue Holberg 

6/15 Bill & Darlene Dhein 

6/19 Joe & Crystal Fraundorf 

 Larry & Sue Reinke 

6/20 Gary & Dawn Barten 

6/25 Bob & Helen Zimmerman 
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Writer’s Corner…. 
Waiting to Bloom for our Master Gardener 
By Robyn Austin 
 

As winter slowly loosened its grip this year, many of us found ourselves watching the 

calendar, peeking outside, and asking the same question: “When will spring finally 

arrive?”  
 

All through April and May, we were eager for warmer days, green grass, and especially 

the chance to head to the garden centers and buy flowers for our yards and porches. 
 

Full disclosure: I have two black thumbs and rely on Google to tell me when I should and 

shouldn’t buy my hanging flower baskets! Having “freeze warnings” halfway through May 

was not helpful this spring! 
 

There is something hopeful about planting flowers. Tiny buds and bare stems may not 

look like much at first, but we trust that, with time, sunshine, and care, beautiful blooms 

will come. Yet no flower blooms before its season. Some blossom early, while others take 

longer to unfold. Each one opens in its own perfect time. 
 

Perhaps that is how God works in our lives as well. 
 

Sometimes we become impatient with ourselves. We wonder why we are not stronger in 

faith, quicker to heal, or further along in life. No matter our age, we seem to fall into the 

trap of comparing our journey to someone else’s and feel discouraged when we do not 

seem to be “blooming” as quickly. 
 

But God, the Master Gardener, knows each of us individually. He understands what we 

need, how we grow, and when we are ready. Ecclesiastes 3:11 reminds us, “He has made 

everything beautiful in its time.” 
 

What comfort there is in that promise. God does not rush His creation, and He does not 

rush us. Through seasons of waiting, growth, pruning, and renewal, He continues His 

faithful work in our hearts. 
 

So as we finally jump into early summer and enjoy the colors of spring flowers around 

us, may they remind us to trust God’s timing. The bloom may not come when we expect 

it, but under His loving care, beauty will come in its season. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Happenings…. 

The office will be closed on 

Thursday, July 2nd for the 

holiday weekend. 

Lord, thank you for the men who have guided us, prayed for us,  

and walked beside us in faith. 

Sunday, June 21st  



  

First Congregational Church 

presents… Community VBS! 
July 13-16th 3-5:30pm 

Grades K-6th 
  Music 

  Crafts 

  Games 

  Dinner @ 5pm 

Register @ FCC  

715-423-0350 

311 2nd Street S ~ WR, WI 54494 

 

 

Torch Bearer Delta Sorority & FELC’s Youth Group 

will be hosting the Rafter’s 50/50 Raffle 

Monday, July 13th at 6:35pm 
All proceeds from the 50/50 Raffle will be split between  

our Youth Group and TBD Sorority! 
 

 

 

 

VS 

    W. Rapids Rafters   Lakeshore Chinooks 



 

Help Needed… 

While you’re out and about shopping, please considering helping our local kids by 

picking up some school supplies for Stuff the Bus! Starting Wednesday, July 1st thru 

Wednesday, August 5th. Bring them right here to FELC, then we’ll take them to East 

Jr. High on Thursday, August 6th from 11-1:30pm. 

The most needed items are: 

Backpacks 

Notebooks (plain colors) 

Folders (plain colors) 

Markers 

Monetary Donations 

Crayons 

Pencil Boxes 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Off 

2  7a Yoga 3 

10a W Bible Zoom 

 

 

2:45p Bible – RR 

 

4  7a Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last ½ day 

School 

5 

8a M Bible Zoom 

Office Closed 

Pastor works @ 

home 

 

Synod Assembly 

Oshkosh, WI 

6 

7 9:30a Worship 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Pastor’s  

9  7a Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation  

10 

10a W Bible Zoom 

 

12p Finance Mtg 

1p Quilters 

1:30p SHINE – W 

11  7a Yoga 12 

8a M Bible Zoom 

Office Closed 

 

13 

14 9:30a Worship 

 

Prayer Ministry 

Mtg 

 

 

 

Pastor Off 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16  7a Yoga 

 

 

 

 

6:30p 

Council 

17 

10a W Bible Zoom 

10:15a SHINE – AV 

 

2:45p Bible – RR 

18  7a Yoga 

 

19 

8a M Bible Zoom 

Office Closed 

Pastor works @ 

home 

20 

21 9:30a Worship 
 

Happy Father’s 

Day! 

 

 

 

Summer Begins! 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Off 

23  7a Yoga 

 

24 

10a W Bible Zoom 

 

 

1p Quilters 

1:30p SHINE – W 

25  7a Yoga 26 

8a M Bible Zoom 

Office Closed 

Pastor works @ 

home 

27 

28  9:30a 

Worship 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Off 

30  7a Yoga  

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Happy Father’s Day! 
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